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2001 Annual Report
Maine Coast Heritage Trust works 
to conserve coastal and other lands that define
Maine’s distinct landscape, protect its environment,
sustain its outdoor traditions and promote
the well-being of its people. Since 1970, 
MCHT has helped to protect permanently more
than 111,000 acres including valuable 
wildlife habitat, farm and forest land 
and 275 entire coastal islands. 
MCHT provides conservation services to
landowners, local land trusts, government agencies
and communities throughout Maine.
As a membership organization, MCHT is
supported by individuals committed to protecting
Maine’s natural beauty and resources. 
The Trust invites your support and involvement.
On the cover: 
Tinker Island, Blue Hill
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2 Maine Coast Heritage Trust
PRESIDENT’S AND CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
In August 2001, we announced our Campaign for the
Coast – a $100 million campaign that seeks to preserve the
best of Maine’s coast for generations to come. Recognizing
the threats posed by increasing development, we committed
to accelerating our work to conserve coastal islands and
archipelagos, prominent hills and meadows, shore access,
community open space and intact landscape features.
Campaign Chairman Richard Rockefeller inspired us 
to launch this ambitious effort and has stood at the helm
ever since. He leads by example – guiding us with keen
perception, good humor and unflagging energy. The
Campaign’s success to date is due – in no small part – to 
his integral involvement. 
Already the Campaign for the Coast has expanded the
horizon of land conservation in Maine, enabling protection
of lands that could never before have been preserved.
Among the 36 projects completed in 2001 are some of the
most innovative and complex ones in MCHT’s history. 
Working with a broad array of partner organizations, we
conserved eleven entire islands in 2001. Several of these –
like Cow Island in Casco Bay and the Nathan Islands off Isle
au Haut – provide increasingly rare opportunities for the
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Campaign for the Coast funds helped MCHT protect several significant seabird-
nesting islands.
public to enjoy island
explorations. Newly
protected Flag Island
in Casco Bay and
Crane Island in
Muscongus Bay
support significant
seabird-nesting
colonies, while South
Twinnie off Mount
Desert Island is home
to bald eagles. 
Campaign funds
helped secure two
timeless vistas – at
Caterpillar Hill in
Sedgwick and Manset
Fields on Mount
Desert. MCHT also relied on Campaign support to maintain
the scenic and ecological integrity of two significant “whole
places” – Vinalhaven’s Winter Harbor and the midcoast’s
Marsh River estuary.
The Campaign has benefited from a wide variety of
exceptional donations. The Trust is indebted to those who
have made substantial monetary pledges and to the many
landowners who have offered to donate some or all of their
property’s value through a conservation easement or outright
gift. Additional support from federal and state grants has
allowed us to further extend the value of Campaign dollars.
We look forward to continuing success in the coming years
of the Campaign, as our circle of friends and supporters grows.
MCHT could not undertake this extended Campaign without
abiding support from our dedicated contributors and steadfast
partners: we extend our heartfelt thanks to each of you. 
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THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE COAST
Ed Woodsum 
Chairman 
MCHT acquired an open meadow in Manset
that affords passersby on the Seawall Road
expansive ocean vistas.
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MCHT helped residents in South Freeport preserve Sayles Field and Forest, 
a popular community open space.
Summary of 2001 Conservation Projects
Projects Acres Shorefront Miles
Gifts of conservation easements 13 * 1,108.4 7.1
Gifts of land 3 70.0 2.0
Purchases of land 17 1,503.4 2.9
Purchases of easements 3 269.0 13.1
Total 36 2,950.8 25.1
* Of these 13 projects, one was a trail easement.
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1 York 
An easement donated to the York Land Trust will
protect important riparian habitat along the York River.
MCHT assisted with negotiations conserving 28 acres of
hayfields, mixed woods and marshes. 
2 Long Island
MCHT helped negotiate protection of 22-acre 
Cow Island near Portland, a popular picnicking spot for
generations of recreational boaters. The Trust will transfer
the title to the youth development organization Rippleffect,
while continuing to hold an easement conserving the
island’s scenic and recreational values. 
3 Freeport 
Freeport Conservation Trust purchased a 70-acre parcel
of woodland and meadow that South Freeport community
members have traditionally enjoyed for walking and skiing.
MCHT assisted in the acquisition and holds a conservation
easement on the property.
23 27
24
33
34
35
36
32
31
25
26
Ellsworth
Machias
GULF OF MAINE
Frenchman Bay
28/29
30
SOUTHERN COAST
6 Maine Coast Heritage Trust
4 Harpswell 
MCHT worked with the Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife (DIF&W), U.S.
Fish & Wildlife Service, The Nature
Conservancy and Casco Bay
Estuary Project to acquire 26-
acre Flag Island in Casco Bay,
a nationally significant
nesting site for eiders, gulls,
herons and osprey. The Trust
coordinated fundraising for
the island’s purchase and
took title temporarily for
subsequent transfer to DIF&W.
5 Phippsburg 
The owner of Malaga Island, off the small fishing village
of Sebasco, generously offered the island to MCHT at a
price well below market value, allowing the Trust to secure
its purchase with Campaign for the Coast funds. The
forested, 41-acre island will remain undeveloped, helping to
preserve an important historic landmark.
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Newly protected Malaga Island, off Sebasco, is a treasured community resource
long used by local fishermen for storing their gear. 
MIDCOAST 
A collaborative effort helped prevent
development on Flag Island, a critical nesting
sanctuary for osprey, eiders, gulls and herons.
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6 Georgetown 
With assistance from MCHT, a private landowner
donated a “forever wild” easement to the Lower Kennebec
Regional Land Trust conserving the scenic and ecological
integrity of a 193-acre wooded peninsula along the Little
River.  The newly preserved land bordering Reid State Park
is critical to protecting the Little River Marsh, one of
Maine’s most pristine tidal wetlands.
7 Newcastle 
Purchase of 134-acre Guptil Island in the Deer Meadow
Brook tidal marsh advanced efforts to conserve the Marsh
River estuary. In partnership with Sheepscot Valley
Conservation Association (SVCA), MCHT facilitated the
acquisition and will hold an easement on the island (now
owned by SVCA). 
8 Friendship 
Working with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
(USFWS), MCHT secured an easement protecting a wild,
eider-nesting island off Friendship Harbor. The easement,
held by USFWS, prevents any development or subdivision
of 11-acre Crane Island.
MIDCOAST 
Conservation of 134-acre Guptil Island helps to advance protection of the
“whole place” that encompasses the Marsh River and Sherman Lake.
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9 Friendship 
A prominent point on Friendship Long Island in
Muscongus Bay will remain undeveloped, following a bargain
sale purchase by MCHT. The 75-acre property, located near
several protected islands, includes two coves, a beach and
more than a mile of wild shoreline.
10 Martinsville
Landowners near the end of the St. George peninsula
donated an easement to MCHT that limits future building,
protecting scenic offshore views of their land. MCHT
drafted the easement for future transfer to Georges River
Land Trust.  
MIDCOAST 
8 Maine Coast Heritage Trust
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Beech Hill will remain undeveloped and open for low-impact recreation, thanks to
efforts by the former landowners, MCHT and Coastal Mountains Land Trust.  
11 Rockport 
A purchase well below market value and funding from
the Land for Maine’s Future Program enabled protection 
of additional acreage on Beech Hill. MCHT anticipates
transferring the open summit and surrounding blueberry
barrens to Coastal Mountains Land Trust. 
12 Lincolnville
MCHT now holds a conservation easement covering
547 acres donated by Coastal Mountains Land Trust on its
Ducktrap River Preserve. The easement serves as a backup
layer of permanent protection along this salmon river by
limiting future development to trails, bridges and
educational facilities. 
13 Lincolnville 
Coastal Mountains Land Trust (CMLT) conserved 
two key properties along the Ducktrap River, one adjoining
Camden Hills State Park and another bordering CMLT’s
Ducktrap River Preserve. MCHT contributed to the purchase
of a 310-acre and a 190-acre streamfront parcel, both of
which protect critical habitat for wild Atlantic salmon.
Maine Coast Heritage Trust 9
MIDCOAST 
As a member of the Ducktrap Coalition, MCHT helped fund the purchase of two
parcels that protect 500 acres along one of Maine’s eight remaining salmon rivers.
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14 Islesboro 
Through its Revolving Loan Fund, MCHT helped
Islesboro Islands Trust purchase a 39-acre shorefront property.
Community members can now enjoy a trail leading through
a wooded upland to a tidal cove.
15 North Haven 
The gift of a 22-acre shorefront parcel will advance
local efforts to protect Mill Stream, a popular gunkhole for
boaters moored in Pulpit Harbor. MCHT worked on the
project with North Haven Conservation Partners which 
will own the property.
16 Vinalhaven 
An easement gift to Vinalhaven Land Trust will conserve
the scenic, ecological and productive values of 36 wooded
acres bordering the Mill Privilege. MCHT provided technical
assistance drafting the easement, which complements two
existing conservation easements in the vicinity. 
17/18 Vinalhaven 
Two prominent properties overlooking Winter Harbor
will be conserved, maintaining the wild character of this
popular anchorage. MCHT purchased a 62-acre tract and a
nearby 10-acre lot. The Trust plans to apply restrictive
easements before re-selling the land to private conservation
buyers who will maintain the undeveloped shoreline.
MIDCOAST 
Ongoing efforts to protect the shoreline of Mill Privilege received a boost from the
gift of a conservation easement to Vinalhaven Land Trust on a 36-acre parcel.
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19 Brooksville 
A donated easement on 35 acres will advance MCHT’s
ongoing efforts to preserve the Bagaduce River. The new
parcel adjoins existing conservation land, creating a 3,000-
foot stretch of protected riverfront.
20 Penobscot 
Through an exceptional bequest, MCHT received 
a 27-acre saltwater farm with sweeping views over the
Bagaduce River. This gift will ensure permanent protection
of the property’s significant scenic and ecological values.
MIDCOAST 
MCHT moved quickly to protect two key parcels on Winter Harbor, one of
which already had a house foundation set for shorefront construction that will
now be removed.
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MCHT was honored to receive through a bequest a beautiful saltwater farm
overlooking the Bagaduce River.
12 Maine Coast Heritage Trust
21 Sedgwick 
Generous landowners and donors helped Blue Hill
Heritage Trust acquire a 124-acre landmark property,
protecting the renowned vista from Route 15 on Caterpillar
Hill. MCHT and Island Heritage Trust assisted in raising
funds for the acquisition. 
22 Isle au Haut 
Campaign for the Coast funds and generous landowners
enabled MCHT to purchase two undeveloped, granite-
rimmed islands north of Isle au Haut. The Nathan Islands
provide much needed access in an area experiencing 
heavy public use.
MIDCOAST 
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A collaborative effort coordinated by Blue Hill Heritage Trust helped protect
this famous vista from Caterpillar Hill along Route 15.
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23 Mt. Desert 
An easement given to Acadia National Park protects
the end of a point seen from the Park’s picnic area on 
Pretty Marsh Harbor and from Bartlett Narrows. MCHT
negotiated the easement which strictly limits the size and
scope of any future construction and prevents subdivision.
24 Southwest Harbor 
Friends of Acadia and MCHT helped the Town of
Southwest Harbor negotiate a trail easement on land
between two unlinked portions of Acadia National Park.
The Western Mountain Trail connector is part of an
ongoing effort by FOA to improve trail links between the
Park and villages on Mount Desert Island.
25 Southwest Harbor 
Generous support from community members, a bequest
gift and capital campaign funds enabled MCHT to purchase
a meadow along Seawall Road. The 10-acre Manset Fields
parcel offers sweeping views across the Great Harbor to the
mountains of Acadia National Park.
ACADIA REGION 
Boaters and picnickers can now enjoy access to the Nathan Islands, following
MCHT’s purchase at a price below market value.
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26 Mount Desert
MCHT now holds an easement protecting 130 acres 
of open space in the heart of Northeast Harbor. The scenic
and recreational easement prevents subdivision of the
Northeast Harbor Golf Course and permits public access
on a network of hiking trails.
ACADIA REGION
14 Maine Coast Heritage Trust
The newly conserved Stone Barn Farm property provides extensive wildlife habitat      
An easement on the Northeast Harbor Golf Course provides for continued
public access to popular hiking trails.
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27 Bar Harbor 
Acadia National Park acquired from MCHT a 27-acre
property adjoining Aunt Betty Pond, a remote pond within
the park. Acadia asked the Trust to purchase the property
to protect the Pond’s headwaters and views from the
carriage roads.
28/29 Bar Harbor
With support from MCHT, owners of the historic
Stone Barn Farm restricted future development on 128
acres with open fields and a mile-long stretch of tidal
Northeast Creek. MCHT also holds an easement on a
small but prominent parcel near the newly protected Stone
Barn Farm that affords scenic views of the surrounding
fields and wetlands. 
ACADIA REGION
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       along Northeast Creek, a tidal estuary with high ecological value.
30 Bar Harbor
Thanks to a generous bargain sale by its former owner,
MCHT was able to permanently protect a wild, 3-acre island
that supports an active bald eagle nest. South Twinnie
Island in Mt. Desert Narrows will become part of the Petit
Manan National Wildlife Refuge.
31 Bar Harbor
A newly conserved farm, with 16 acres of open
meadows between Acadia National Park and downtown 
Bar Harbor, provides a scenic open space buffer and protects
views from nearby mountains and Acadia’s Park Loop Road.
MCHT negotiated the donated easement and is holding it
for future transfer to the Park.
16 Maine Coast Heritage Trust
An easement donated to MCHT will preserve this scenic farm nestled between
the mountains of Acadia National Park and downtown Bar Harbor.
ACADIA REGION
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32 Franklin 
The State of Maine made an important addition to 
its holdings around Donnell Pond, acquiring 882 acres of
unbroken woods, blueberry lands and wetlands surrounding
Little Pond. MCHT took a lead role in negotiating and
fundraising for the acquisition, which received support from
the Maine Outdoor Heritage Fund and the Land for Maine’s
Future Program.
33 Addison 
Landowners along the Pleasant River generously
donated an easement on 154 acres surrounding Three
Brooks Cove. Numerous species of birds frequent the tidal
shoreline, identified under the North American Waterfowl
Management Plan as one of Maine’s most significant
wetland habitats.
34 Lubec 
Working in partnership with Quoddy Regional Land
Trust, MCHT received a gift of four wild islands in Cobscook
Bay. The 21-acre archipelago, which provides bald eagle
nesting habitat, completes MCHT’s work with partner
organizations to protect all 11 islands in Straight Bay.
DOWNEAST
A 154-acre parcel bordering the Pleasant River in Addison will sustain critical
habitat for migrating shorebirds.
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35 Lubec
An easement donated to MCHT protects more than a
half-mile of shoreline on Katie Point, a prominent headland
visible from MCHT’s preserves at Hamilton Cove and Boot
Head. The easement will limit future development on this
rugged stretch of coastline.
36 Lubec 
A trail easement donated to MCHT on land adjoining
its Hamilton Cove Preserve will allow for a potential future
trail corridor. The easement permits MCHT to build and
maintain a carefully sited public footpath.
18 Maine Coast Heritage Trust
DOWNEAST
Landowners in Lubec gave MCHT an easement that will conserve an extensive
stretch of unbroken shoreline along this wooded peninsula. 
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MAINE LAND TRUST NETWORK
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The Maine Land Trust Network (MLTN) worked to
build the capacity of Maine’s local trusts through a peer
mentoring program that involved two in-depth workshops
on “Conservation Tools beyond the Donated Easement” and
“Membership Development.” Support for this innovative
program came from the Margret Burnham Charitable Trust and
a $25,000 Leadership Grant awarded by the Land Trust Alliance.
The 2001 Maine Land Conservation Conference, co-
hosted by Coastal Mountains Land Trust at the Camden
Hills Regional High School, was the biggest statewide
gathering to date – drawing approximately 325 people.
Membership in land trusts stands at 60,725, while total
acreage held by land trusts in Maine (not counting lands
transferred to state or federal agencies) now exceeds one
million acres!
MCHT is indebted to MLTN Steering Committee
members for their help guiding the program. 
MLTN Steering Committee
Deb Chapman  . . . . . . . Georges River Land Trust
Tony DeFeo  . . . . . . . . . Newburgh Area Heritage Trust
Jay Espy . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maine Coast Heritage Trust
Beth Gallie  . . . . . . . . . . Greater Lovell Land Trust
Maureen Hoffman  . . . . Sheepscot Valley Conservation Association
Sally Jacobs . . . . . . . . . . Orono Land Trust
Jay Johnson . . . . . . . . . . Orono Land Trust
Dawn Kidd  . . . . . . . . . . Boothbay Region Land Trust
Becky Koulouris  . . . . . . Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust
Bonnie Lounsbury  . . . . Androscoggin Land Trust
Lucy McCarthy  . . . . . . Vinalhaven Land Trust
Frank Miles (Chairman)  . Maine Farmland Trust
Robert Miller  . . . . . . . . Great Auk Land Trust
Jim Mitchell  . . . . . . . . . Mahoosuc Land Trust
Marcel Polak  . . . . . . . . Mahoosuc Land Trust/AMC
Tin Smith . . . . . . . . . . . Great Works Regional Land Trust
Barbara Welch  . . . . . . . Frenchman Bay Conservancy
Bill Zwartjes  . . . . . . . . . Coastal Mountains Land Trust
STEWARDSHIP
20 Maine Coast Heritage Trust
MCHT made conservation history in the fall of 2001
when it took bold measures to restore seabird nesting habitat
on Jordan’s Delight, a valuable wildlife island in Narraguagus
Bay. MCHT hired contractors to carefully deconstruct a large,
unfinished house. Now the 27-acre island will be reserved
for the resident eider ducks, guillemots, gulls, cormorants
and storm petrels during the critical summer nesting season.
Stewardship on the Trust’s Downeast preserves received
a tremendous boost from the Maine Conservation Corps
(MCC), whose crew put in a bridge at the Hamilton Cove
Preserve, a set of steps at the Boot Head Preserve, and a
causeway by the Western Head Preserve. “We were awed 
by how they worked and what they accomplished,” says
MCHT’s Downeast Steward Melissa Lee. MCHT is grateful
for the continuing commitment of the Davis Conservation
Foundation and the Fields Pond Foundation which have
lent tremendous support to stewardship work on the
Downeast preserves. 
MCHT now owns 49 preserves (several of which are being
held for future transfer) and holds 109 conservation easements.
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MCHT restored valuable nesting habitat on Jordans Delight island by
deconstructing this poorly sited house.
MCC work crews completed
impressive stewardship projects
at MCHT downeast preserves.
ALDERMERE FARM
New educational programs at Aldermere Farm helped
increase public understanding of land conservation and
sustainable agriculture. Many people stopped by the Farm’s
new visitor center or
attended trail walks
led by trained
naturalists. As part of
Rockport Arts Night,
Aldermere Farm
hosted a display of
works featuring the
property that was so
successful it is apt to
become an annual
tradition!
Another program likely to be repeated was “Cow
Whisperers,” in which young people from the local
organization Youthlinks spent six weeks helping farm staff 
to halter-break the new Belted Galloway calves. Aldermere
staff also provided farm tours to local school classes.
The Aldermere herd continues to garner top awards
at regional agricultural shows, earning ribbons in Beltie
competitions and winning two “overall championship”
awards against all other beef breeds represented.
Aldermere’s new ”Cow Whisperers“ program involved local youth in care of the
farm’s calves.
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Images of Aldermere Farm filled the barn as
part of Rockport Arts Night.
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22 Maine Coast Heritage Trust
With the launch of our Campaign for the Coast,
MCHT received many notable gifts in 2001. We are grateful
to all those who have pledged support to this ambitious,
multi-year effort.
MCHT was also honored to receive a generous bequest
from Betty Joyce, a devoted environmentalist and writer
who lived on the Mousam River in Kennebunk and wrote
regularly for the York County Coast Star in the 1960s and
’70s. Observing the rapid demographic changes occurring in
and beyond Maine, Mrs. Joyce grew concerned about their
detrimental impact on what she termed the “old Maine.”
“The lesson may be,” she wrote in the introduction to her
book Maine in Transition, “that the values and ways of life 
we hold today should be scrutinized, with their effect on
the future in mind, as minutely as a scientist
examines what he sees through his
microscope.”
She valued the state’s traditional character and wanted
to see the best of its natural and cultural legacy preserved.
Her bequest to MCHT (and other conservation organizations)
will help realize that vision. We are designating her gift to
the Conservation Leadership component of our Campaign
for the Coast, which strengthens the fabric of Maine’s land
trust community.
The generous bequest of Betty Joyce will help MCHT strengthen local
conservation efforts.
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LAND PROTECTION 88%
STEWARDSHIP 3%
FUNDRAISING 5%
PUBLIC EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 4%
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS
PROGRAM REVENUES 2001 Actual
Campaign Donations* $ 11,370,807
Unrestricted Contributions 1,023,078
Restricted Contributions/Grants 816,442
Investment Income
used for Operations 731,260
Other Revenue 47,013
Restricted Revenue, Prior Years 65,461
Totals                                      $ 14,054,061  
PROGRAM EXPENDITURES
Land Protection 88%               $ 9,339,864  
Stewardship 3% 297,098
Public Education
and Outreach 4% 417,495
Fundraising 5% 521,533
Totals                                    $ 10,575,990   
Net Surplus
Donor Restricted for Campaign for the Coast $ 3,243,993
Board Designated for Special Projects $ 234,078
Notes on Financial Information
Maine Coast Heritage Trust is a nonprofit, tax-exempt corporation under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code, a publicly supported organization as defined in Section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) and
not a private foundation under Section 509(a). Contributions are tax-deductible I.R.S. # 23-7099105.
Audited financial statements and opinion letter for 2001 were prepared by Berry, Dunn, McNeil &
Parker, CPAs, Bangor, Maine. Copies available upon request.
* Under Generally Accepted Accounting Practice (GAAP) revenue includes contributions
pledged but not paid as of year end. This schedule reflects actual contributions received in
the year 2001.
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